Abstract: On the basis of specimens collected from Eastern Turkey, description and illustrations of a new mite, Oplitis turcica sp. n., have been given. The genus Oplitis Berlese, 1884 has been recorded in Turkey for the first time.
Introduction
Created by Berlese (1884) , the cosmopolitan genus Oplitis is represented by more than 148 species in the world (Wiśniewski, 1998; Wiśniewski & Hirschmann, 1995) . Since Berlese, the genus has been studied by several authors and reviewed by Hirschmann (1991) . Most of the Oplitis species are myrmecophilous or termitophilous and the others live in habitats which are or may be in association with various ant hosts, such as decaying strawheaps, moss, tree hole organic matter and leaf litter (Hunter & Farrıer, 1976a, b; Mašán, 1999) . Some uropodine specimens from soil and litter were collected under evergreen and deciduous trees, decayed and decaying woods, and from the bark of trees in Bayburt and Erzurum provinces in Turkey. Among this material, Oplitis turcica sp. n. is a new species and unique in all Oplitis species by its clavate dorsal setae.
The terminology and chaetotactic symbols are mainly based on Athias-Binche (1981), Camın & Gorırossı (1955) , Evans (1957 Evans ( , 1972 Evans ( , 1979 Evans ( , 1992 and Krantz (1978) . All measurements are given in micrometers (µm). Type material is deposited in the mite collection of the senior author, and some paratypes are also deposited in the Atatürk University Zoology Museum (Turkey) (AUZM).
Oplitis Berlese, 1884 Type species: Uropoda paradoxa Canestrini et Berlese, 1884. Dorsal shield with smooth lateral margins, idiosoma longer than wide. Dorsal shield united anteriorly with marginal shield. Dorsal shield with simple, acuminate, serrate, clavate or scimitar-shaped setae. Marginal shield with simple setae. With well-defined large perigenital field, anterior margin lacking a pointed projection, posterior margin reaching to level of posterior margin of coxae IV. Genital shield often surrounded by a perigenital border. Subcapitulum with laciniae fringed or feather-like. Ventral region of perigenital ring with a pair of lyriform organs. Genu I with pair of ventral setae (Athias-Binche, 1981; Evans, 1957 Evans, , 1979 Evans, , 1992 Gorirossi-Bourdeau, 1993; Hunter & Farrıer, 1976a, b) .
Chelicera rounded apically, each digit with one denticle, fixed digit longer than movable digit, cavicula fixi and pilus bifurcatus present, sensillum dorsale needle-like, condilus short, ratio of middle part to fixed digit: 2 : 2, 3 : 2. Corniculi horn-like, and lacinae of hypostome tassel-like. Protosternum narrow and generally smooth, deuterosternum fused at level of coxal setae h3-h4, and 3-5 denticled superficially. Setae h1 needle-like, smooth and in moderate length, h2-h4 mostly denticulated, h4 not thickened; h3 longer than other coxal setae. Epistome a sharp pointed, lancetlike and tasselled apically, frequently divided in different number basally and with denticles at the posterior part. Tritosternum bowl-or vase-shaped, smooth surfaced, sometimes denticled apically and laterally, its laciniae 1-4 branched, and differently denticulated (Hırschmann & Wiśniewski, 1993) . medially, each seta saw-like denticled at anterior corner. Punctation faint and dense. Marginal setae short, smooth and simple.
Venter (Fig. 2) . Sternal, ventrianal and endopodal shields ornamented with a series of irregular subcircular to oval alveolar depressions. These depressions larger on ventrianal region than those of sternal and other ventral regions. Also, all ventral regions of idiosoma with fine punctations. Latero-ventral regions ornamented with polygonal network of fine lines. A pair four pairs from posterior region. A pair of finger-like structural processes with 2-3 branches on posterior region of perigenital area present. Pre-and postanal line absent. Adgenital setae pairs (Ad2) and postanal seta (Pa) delicately serrated. Peritrema with one striking bend, anterior part long and sickle-like, its point tended interiorly, and posterior prolongation short and thickened (Fig. 2) . Base of tritosternum glass-shaped, laciniae three-branched, middle branch bifurcate apically and shorter than lateral ones (Fig. 3D) . Chelicera with nodus, cheylae with dentate, a finger like prolongation occurs behind fixed digit; fixed digit 47, movable digit 35 and middle part 110 µm long (Fig. 3A) . Epistome lanset-like, distally feathered, basally denticled (Fig. 3C) . Hypostome with four pairs of setae and setae 6-7 fine denticled, setae h2-h4 denticled, h1 smooth and needle like, h4 reaches base of h3. h3 long and passes base of h1, h2 reaches base of h1. Hypostome articulated between h3-h4. Corniculi horn-like, deutosternum fairly denticled, hypostome possess a tassel or feather-like prolongation apically (Fig. 3B) .
All pedofossae well developed. Coxae I broad and hide tritosternum and gnathosomal apparatus (Figs 2, 5). Some leg setae sparsely serrated. All legs femora and coxae I with membranous femoral trotter and terminating with a pulvillus and two claws. Segmental chaetotaxy of the legs and pedipalps as in Figs 3E , 4A-D.
Male (allotype) (Fig. 5) . Idiosoma 660 µm long and 570 µm wide, smaller than in female. All characters as in female except basic sexual characteristics and number and location of lyriform organs, setae, subcircular pores and light refrecting spots. Sternal shield with a pair of lyriform organs behind coxa I. Perigenital area 300 µm long and 180 µm wide. Genital aperture covered by a circular platelet, with finely punctations and located at the level between coxae III-IV. Genital opening 55 µm in diameter. All around, the opening surrounded by small pits closely, and 20 pairs of setae. Ventral region inside of perigenital line as in female. Perigenital area length 300 µm long and 180 µm wide. Sternal setae simple, more than fifteen pairs. Distance between coxae II-IV: 115, 175 and 155 µm, respectively.
Gnathosomal, cheliceral, epistomal, tritosternal features, setal arrangement, idiosoma shape and patterns, and the other morphological characters resemble those of female. Etymology. The species is named after the locality, in which it was found -Turkey. In Latin name "turcica" refers to Turkey.
Differential diagnosis and remarks. Oplitis turcica sp. n. is close to O. ricasoliana (Berlese, 1889) and related species. O. ricasoliana can be differentiated from O. bispirata (Sellnick, 1954) , O. wasmanni (Kneissl, 1907) , O. latotutuli Hirschmann, 1984 , O. acinaca (Sellnick, 1926 , O. adhaerens (Sellnick, 1926) and related species by the presence of perigenital line. O. testigosensis (Sellnick, 1963) , O. aokii Hiramatsui, 1979 , O. nitida (Womersley, 1959 , O. wisniewskii Hirschmann, 1984 , O. brasiliensis (Sellnick, 1926 , O. floreanae Hirschmann, 1991 , O. woelkei Hirschmann, 1975 , O. paradoxa (Canestrini et Berlese, 1884 , O. minutissima (Berlese, 1903) sensu Karg, 1989 , O. conspicua (Berlese, 1903 and related species share the presence of perigenital line with O. ricasoliana and closely related species. From these, O. testigosensis, O. aokii, O. nitida and O. wisniewskii do not have a tranversal pre-and postanal line. O. ricasoliana and related species are easily separated from the last species by the presence of a perigenital line all around the epigynium (Hirschmann, 1991) .
Oplitis turcica sp. n. has a perigenital line surrounding the epigynium, but pre-and postanal lines are absent. The new species differs from all congeners by virtue of its clavate dorsal setae. Three finger-like processes on ventrianal shield of each sex are also peculiar to the new species. Adgenital setae pairs II (Ad2) and postanal seta (Pa) are slightly serrated. In male, all epigynium is surrounded by 30 simple setae. Besides, males of the new species bear most setae around epigynium, as all known species of the ricasoliana speciesgroup.
